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volved in the controversy to which your letter of the 6th alludes
must be my apology for not sooner replying to your inquiries.
The want of harmony, not to say the antagonism, between
some of the dispatches referred to and the avowed policy of
the President would seem to afford sufficient evidence to a dis-
cerning public that both could not have emanated from the
same mind. In view, therefore, of the manner in which the
information in my possession was obtained, and not perceiving
at this time that the public good would be subserved by any
disclosure I could make, I must be excused for not undertak-
ing to furnish extraneous evidence in the matter.

The accusations of the senatorial committee against
Seward were summarized by Lincoln truthfully and
with, a touch of humor. "While they seemed to believe
in my honesty," he said, " they also appeared to think
that whenever I had in me any good purpose Seward
contrived to suck it out unperceived." Seward was no
more to blame for the ill success of the Union armies than
any other member of the Cabinet. The inefficiency in
our armies, according to Gideon Welles, resided in the
President's chief military adviser, General Halleck.
However that may have been, it is well that the errand
of the Republican Senators to the White House proved
fruitless, since, if successful, it might have created a pre-
cedent which would have upset our form of government,

G. Koerner, Minister to Spain, writes from Madrid,
March 22,1863, that he is very much discouraged about
the prospects of the war. He trusts more to the exhaus-
tion of the South than to the victories of the North.

My situation, under the circumstances, has been a very
unpleasant one. For days and weeks I have avoided meetings
and reunions where I would have had to answer questions,
often meant in a very friendly manner, but still embarrassing
to me. My family has also lived very retired, for the additional
reason that we are not able to return the many hospitalities to
which we are invited constantly. We have the greatest trouble
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Judge in Kansas? The appointment is disgraceful to the Presi-
dent, who knew Delahay and all his faults, but the disgrace
to the Administration will be greater if the Senate confirms
him. He is no lawyer, could not try a case properly even in
a Justice's court and has no character. Mr. Buchanan in his
worst days never made so disgraceful an appointment to the
bench.

Herndon relates that Delahay's expenses to the Chicago
nominating convention, as an expected delegate from Kan-
sas, were promised by Lincoln. He was not a delegate
and never had the remotest chance of being one, but he
came as a "hustler" and Lincoln paid his expenses all
the same. He was nevertheless appointed judge, was im-
peached by Congress in 1872 under charges of incom-
petency, corruption, and drunkenness on and off the
bench, and resigned while the impeachment committee
was taking testimony.

Major-General John M. Palmer writes from Chatta-
nooga, December 18, 1863:

The Illinois troops (now voters) are beginning to talk about the
Presidency. Mr. Lincoln is by far the strongest man with the
army, and no combination could be made which would impair
his strength with this army unless, perhaps, Grant's candidacy
would. The people of Tennessee would now vote for Lincoln,
it is thought by many. Andy Johnson is understood to be a
Presidential aspirant by most people in this state. He is not as
popular as I once thought he was, though if he will exert himself
to do so he can be Governor, or Senator, when the state is reor-
ganized. He is understood to favor emancipation, and the peo-
ple are prepared for it, but I fear personal questions will com-
plicate the matter. The truth is all these Southern politicians
are behind the times sadly. There is nothing practical about
them. Now, when the whole social and political fabric is
broken up, new foundations might be laid for institutions which
would in their effects within twenty years compensate the State
for all its losses, heavy as they are* But not much will be done,
I fear, because the politicians don't seem to know what isa member of the National Committee. Hi* had
